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"The Vine, the Branches and the Fruit" 

John 15:1-5 

18 May Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Dear Baptized, 

 

"Now before the Feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart out of this 

world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end" (John 

13:1). Thus did Jesus speak to the Twelve in the upper room and just prior to washing their feet and 

saying, "'He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over; and 

you are clean, but not all of you.' For He knew who was to betray Him; that was why He said, 'You 

are not all clean'" (John 13:10-11). Then Jesus ate the Passover and instituted the Lord's Supper. 

 

When Jesus spoke the Truth in the Gospel Reading for this day, His Word was directed to the 

eleven, for Judas has departed from the Presence of the Lord, has left the House covered by the 

Blood of the Lamb and gone into the darkness where the old evil foe is trolling about seeking 

someone to devour. Jesus speaks to His own and His Words are ones of both Law and Gospel. 

 

Please consider the first five verses of John 15 as being spoken by Jesus directly to you Christians 

and ponder ... 

 

... "The Vine, the Branches and the Fruit" 

 

"I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. Every branch of Mine that bears no fruit, He 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are 

already made clean by the Word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 

Me. I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

1. The Vine 

 

Jesus is the Vine and this truth is a declaration of both need for the Savior and the Incarnation of the 

same. Since the Fall of Adam, everyone conceived of man and woman is by nature sinful and in 

need of the cleansing. Each born in this world is born unto death and has the need of being born a 

second time. That is condition of each son and daughter of Adam. We have been cast upon the 

ground spiritually dead and physically dying. To deny this is to deny the reality of death itself; to say 

that death is but a myth. That Jesus is the Vine is a declaration of the truth that the world needed the 

Savior. 

 

It is also a statement regarding the Incarnation. The Son of God has been sent into this dead and 

dying world by the Father. The Son of God was incarnate by the Holy Ghost and born of the virgin 
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Mary. Jesus is embedded here to be the source of life for the branches and the cause of all fruit from 

the same. Jesus the Vine is watered in the Jordan River as the Spirit of Life descends from above and 

the Father says, "This is My Beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17). The Vine 

stretches out His arms from the east to the west to take all the sins of the world upon Himself that all 

your transgressions may be removed from you as far as the east is from the west" (Psalm 103:12). 

Jesus the Vine is fastened to the cross beam, dies in that God-forsaken place and is planted in "a 

rock-hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid" (Luke 23:53).  

 

But behold the Vine. Though He died yet He lives and rooted from within that tomb the Vine rises in 

the midst of a garden from which He will bear much fruit. "In fact Chirst has been raised from the 

dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a Man has 

come also the Resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at His coming those who belong to Him" 

(1 Corinthians 15:20-23). The death Jesus "died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He 

lives to God" (Romans 6:10). 

 

2. The Branches 

 

The branches are the followers of Christ - His disciples - Christians. Jesus declares to His own, "I am 

the Vine, you are the branches." You BECAME a branch because, and only because, you were 

connected to the Vine, the Incarnate Son of God. You did not become a branch because of your 

genealogy, economic position or educational level, or because you are special, or on account of your 

faith, or because of your years of service in the church, your standing in the congregation, or your 

good works and fruits of faith. 

 

Now, certainly if you are a follower of Christ you would not claim any of these as the reason for 

becoming a branch. However, the temptation to appeal to one of these is always there and too often 

each of us defaults to one of those claims. Such is sin and it is confessed as such by the branches 

who abide in Christ and recall His comforting Words that, apart from any fruit that you might bear, 

"you are already made clean by the Word which I have spoken to you." 

 

You ARE a branch because you abide in Jesus the Vine. Whether by Baptism, that is water and the 

Word, or by the proclamation of the Good News, that is the preaching of the Word, you Christians 

were brought into Christ. That is how you and I became a branch, "for as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians 3:27) and/or "you have been acquainted with the 

sacred writing which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 

3:16). 

 

You REMAIN a branch because, and only because, you are connected to the Vine, that is, you are 

abiding in the Incarnate Son of God. You do not remain a branch because of your genealogy, 

economic position or educational level, or because you are special, or on account of your faith, or 

because of your years of service in the church, your standing in the congregation, or your good 

works and fruits of faith. 

 

Now, certainly if you are a follower of Christ you would not claim any of these as the reason for 

remaining a branch. However, the temptation to appeal to one of these is always there and too often 

each of us falls to one of those claims. Such is sin and it is confessed as such by the branches who 

abide in Christ and recall His comforting Words that, apart from any fruit that you might bear, "you 
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are already made clean by the Word which I have spoken to you." You remain a branch because 

Christ the sacramental juices from the Vine flow into you ... the cleansing water of Life from Christ 

the Vine, the absolving Word of forgiveness and the everflowing sap of the Supper. 

 

3. The Fruit 

 

"Before God only those works are good which are done for the glory of God and the good of man, 

according to the rule of the divine Law. Such works, however, no man performs unless he first 

believes that God has forgiven him his sins and has given him eternal life by grace, for Christ's sake, 

without any works of his own" ("Brief Statement," para. 10). Good works do not come before faith 

or before being in Christ; they always follow and are a result of God's grace giving life to the 

individual. 

 

Jesus gives a clear example of this in the Gospel Reading for today. Imagine a branch on the ground, 

totally separated from the vine, completely dead and having no fruit on it. Would you call anyone a 

true vinedresser who comes up to that separated, dead and fruitless branch as say, "I've good news 

for you. Bear fruit and then you can connect yourself to the vine. Bear fruit and you will then have 

water, nutrients, and all that you need. Earn the right to the water so you can claim it because of the 

fruit that you bear. You can do it, right"? That, even a child recognizes, is silly and stupid. Such a 

vinedresser needs to be exposed as a nut case and driven from the vineyard. 

 

How much more when we speak of salvation. There are many false preachers and teachers who, as 

disciples of Satan, walk up and down, and to and fro upon the face of this earth saying to the dead 

and dying, "I've good news for you. Please God with your good works and then can bring yourself 

into the Church. Do good and be good and you will then have eternal life and salvation. Earn the 

right to a place in the Church so you can claim it because of your good works. You can do it, right"? 

That, a child of God recognizes, is silly and stupid. Such a preacher needs to be cast from the 

congregation and pelted with dung as he is driven on his way out. 

 

Good works do not go before or trigger God's forgiveness, eternal life and salvation. Good works are 

a result of God bringing you into Christ and keeping you as His own. Or, as the Savior Jesus says to 

His disciples, "You are already made clean by the Word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in Me. I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, he 

it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing." 

 

The Holy Spirit, via the Apostle Paul, states it this way, "For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God - not because of works, lest any man should 

boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 

What are these good works? A good work is anything that the Christian does in faith according to 

the Ten Commandments. With respect to God that means fear, love and trust. With respect to your 

neighbor, "consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, 

mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?" ("The Small Catechism," Confession). Are you a 

member of the armed forces, a teacher, citizen, nurse, ditch-digger or student? There's no question 

about the fact that you are a member of the Church and a local congregation for you are a Christian. 

There is much to do in supporting the preaching of the Word of God in its truth and purity, (2) in 
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supporting the administration of the Sacraments as Christ has instituted them, and (3) in promoting 

the Good News of Christ crucified for the sins of the world and risen from the dead in mission work 

at home and away. 

 

Jesus said, "I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. Every branch of Mine that bears 

no fruit, He takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit." 

 

First, understand that the pruning that the Father allows and engages in, is always for our own good 

or the good of the Church and coming of the Kingdom to those who are outside her walls. With 

respect to one's own good, consider the Apostle Paul who besought that the Lord to remove his thorn 

in the flesh. Three time the Lord said to him, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 

perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 9). How much has Christendom benefited from Job's affliction 

that God permitted? The branches of the Vine are pruned and bear much fruit. That is God's Word. 

 

Second, remember that the pruning that the Father allows and engages in is never like what took 

place with the Son of God ... with Jesus the Vine. The Father cut the Son off for those hours on the 

cross. Jesus suffered the separation that you and I deserved, and He did it in order that you and I 

might never - not ever - not even for a second be cut off from Him. The children of God are pruned, 

but never are they cut off or forsaken as Christ was on the cross. 

 

Third, understand the difference between Law and Gospel. The bottom line is that, as a Christian 

you will bear much fruit that is according to the will of God in His Commandments. Good works 

will naturally flow forth from you and you don't need to go trolling for them. They are the activities 

of your various vocations. And most importantly, despite the pruning that you may have to endure, 

the Lord loves you and the Word of Christ remains true, namely, "You are already made clean by the 

Word which I have spoken to you." That Word was spoken in your Baptism and you hear that truth 

in every announcement of the Absolution of Jehovah ... that is, you are forgiven of all your sins in 

the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


